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Description : Description du produitThe architect Klaus Lehmann loves his wife, Elsa, with a passion that
continues throughout their married life despite long periods of separation. Almost half a century after
Lehmann's death in the village of Steerborough, ayoung woman, Lily, arrivesto research hislife and work.
Pouring over Klaus's lettersto Elsa, Lily assembles the story of their lives together and apart. And alonein
her rented cottage by the sea, she beginsto sense an absence in her own life that may not be filled by simply
going home. The Sea House is the story of the village of Steerborough and the marshes and the sea beyond.
It isthe story of one generation living in the footprints of another; of alandscape shaped by lives, and lives
shaped by landscape. With characteristic skill and a new depth and range, Esther Freud explores the twisting
paths that people take -- and the places where those paths meet.
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throughout their married life despite long periods of separation. Almost half a century after Lehmann's death
in the village of Steerborough, ayoung woman, Lily, arrives to research his life and work. Pouring over
Klaus's lettersto Elsa, Lily pieces together the story of their lives together and apart. And alone in her rented
cottage by the sea, she beginsto sense an absencein her own life that may not be filled by simply going
home.The Sea House is the story of the village of Steerborough and the marshes and the sea beyond. It isthe
story of one generation living in the footprints of another; of alandscape shaped by lives, and lives shaped
by landscape. With characteristic skill and a new depth and range, Esther Freud explores the twisting paths
that people take -- and the places where those paths meet.This P.S. edition features an extra 16 pages of
insights into the book, including author interviews, recommended reading, and more.From Publishers
WeeklyPainter Lucian's daughter, Sigmund's great-granddaughter and an accomplished novelist herself
(Hideous Kinky), Freud invokes her father's family history in this splendidly written, evocative novel.
Inspired by the letters of her grandfather, the architect Ernst Freud, she weaves an elegantly paced, double-
stranded narrative set in the English coastal village of Steerborough. In the present, 20-something grad
student Lily retreats to Steerborough for the summer with abundle of letters that architect Klaus Lehman
wrote to hiswife, Elsa. Her story alternates with that of a group of German-Jewish emigres, including Klaus,
Elsa and the deaf painter Max Meyer, who summer in Steerborough in 1953. While Lily pores over Klaus's
adoring but paternalistic, bullying letters, she and her workaholic architect boyfriend Nick, living in London,
are nearly incommunicado. "The men she knew didn't seem to feel the need to so utterly possess their
women," Lily muses, somewhat regretfully. Between infrequent, strained visits from Nick, Lily makes a
pretense at work, suns, swims and befriends the little girls next doorand their virile, working-class father.
Freud depicts postwar Steerborough from the point of view of Max and his hostess, Gertrude Jilks, an
English child psychoanalyst and friend of his recently deceased sister, Kaethe. As Max hungers for the
beautiful Elsawhile mourning Kaethe and the immeasurable loss of hislife and family in Germanya subtext
Freud renders al the more powerful with slow, subtle revelationshe paints every house in the village,
creating ascroll that Lily will one day discover on exhibition. The novel's setting is smalltown, but its
thematic scope is generous: from Old World jealous |ove to modern-day commitment issues, art,
psychoanalysis, dislocation and yearning for home. Though the culmination of the love stories feelstoo
deliberately plotted, Freud has constructed her novel with beautiful precision. Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From The New Y orker In Freud's fifth
novel, ayoung woman arrivesin asmall English seacoast village to research athesis about a German
architect who lived and worked there. While poring over his passionate letters to his wife (letters that raise
questions about her own relationship with aman back in London), she becomes involved with the fractious
family next door. Interspersed through this narrative is one concerning events decades earlier, when an artist
visiting from London starts to make paintings of every house in the village and falls for the architect's wife.
A dreamlike atmosphere pervades, rather at the expense of vivid characterization, but Freud's gift for natural
description is such that she manages to turn the village's seaside topography into a sentient being, with its
own stores of memory and malice. Copyright 2005 The New Y orker



