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FOTLNIA

Prsentation de I'diteurIn his 2004 novel, The Plot Against America, Roth precisely described the sinister and
chilling nightmare in which the United States now findsitself America has not read enough of Philip Roth
Bernard-Henri LvyMany passages in The Plot Against America echo feelings voiced today by vulnerable

Americans immigrants and minorities as alarmed by Trumps election as the Jews of Newark are frightened
by Lindberghs New Y orkerWhen the renowned aviation hero and rabid isolationist Charles A. Lindbergh

defeats Franklin Roosevelt by alandslide in the 1940 presidential election, fear invades every Jewish
household in America. Not only has Lindbergh publicly blamed the Jews for pushing Americatowards a
pointless war with Nazi Germany, but, upon taking office as the 33rd president of the United States, he


/file.html?id=B004GKMUP8

negotiates a cordia 'understanding' with Adolf Hitler, guaranteeing peaceful relations between the two
nations. What then follows is the alternative America of this startling counterfactual novel by Philip Roth,
who recounts what it was like for his Newark family during the menacingly anti-Semitic years of the
Lindbergh presidency. Jewish families are shaken violently apart, whilst Americais obliviousto its own
dark metamorphosis..co.ukThe Plot Against Americais further affirmation of Philip Roths status as one of
the most revered (and accomplished) of American novelists; another in along line of highly impressive
books that makes the days when he was know only for the masturbatory humour of Portnoy's Complaint
seem every remote indeed. The new book is an astonishingly ambitious entry in the genre known as
alternative history, and its re-imagining of afascist Americais as plausible and terrifying as previous
aternative visions by such writers as Len Deighton and Kingsley Amis (not to mention the countless SF
novelists such as Philip K Dick, progenitors of the genre, invariably irritated that their concepts are hijacked
by more 'literary' novelists). In The Plot Against America, the celebrated aviator Charles Lindbergh (almost
aswell known for his admiration for Hitler as for the famous kidnapping of his baby) becomes President of
the United States, and history takes a very different course. Roosevelt soundly defeated, Lindbergh
Inaugurates an isolationist, anti-war regime, as radical social change ensues; not least the growth of anti-
Jewish feeling, fanned by the anti-Semitic Lindbergh. Roths Jewish protagonist, Philip, watches as his
parents try to ignore the growing threat around them--initially, family holidays are ruined as hotel rooms
become mysteriously unavailable, but soon deportation and worse is the order of the day. Ultimately, a
fightback against the new US fascism is slowly engendered. All of thisis handled with the mastery we now
routinely expect from Roth, and both characterisation and plotting are structured with total assurance. All the
historical detail isterrifyingly plausible, and the final sections (in which Roth reminds us what happened in
the real America) seem no more persuasive than what weve just read. A visionary, turbulent work of
literature. --Barry Forshaw.com"What if" scenarios are often suspect. They are sometimes thinly veiled tales
of the gospel according to the author, taking on the claustrophobic air of a personal fantasia that can't be
shared. Such is not the case with Philip Roth's tour de force, The Plot Against America. It isacredible, fully-
realized picture of what could happen anywhere, at any time, if the right people and circumstances come
together. The Plot Against America explores awholly imagined thesis and sees it through to the end: Charles
A. Lindbergh defeats FDR for the Presidency in 1940. Lindbergh, the "Lone Eagle," captured the country's
imagination by his solo Atlantic crossing in 1927 in the monoplane, Spirit of St. Louis, then had the
country's sympathy upon the kidnapping and murder of his young son. He was a true American hero: brave,
modest, handsome, a patriot. According to some reliable sources, he was also arabid isolationist, Nazi
sympathizer, and a crypto-fascist. It is these latter attributes of Lindbergh that inform the novel. The story is
framed in Roth's own family history: the family flat in Weequahic, the neighbors, his parents, Bess and
Herman, his brother, Sandy and seven-year-old Philip. Jewishness is always the scrim through which Roth
examines American contemporary culture. His detractors say that he sees persecution everywhere, that heis
vigilant in "Keeping faith with the certainty of Jewish travail"; hisless severe critics might cavil about his
portrayal of Jewish mothers and his sexual obsession, but generally give him good marks, and his fans read
every word he writes and heap honors upon him. This novel will engage and satisfy every camp. "Fear
presides over these memories, a perpetual fear. Of course, no childhood is without its terrors, yet | wonder if
| would have been aless frightened boy if Lindbergh hadn't been president or if | hadn't been the offspring of
Jews." Thisisthe opening paragraph of the book, which sets the stage and tone for all that follows. Fear is
pal pable throughout; fear of things both real and imagined. A central event of the novel isthe relocation
effort made through the Office of American Absorption, a government program whereby Jews would be
placed, family by family, across the nation, thereby breaking up their neighborhoods--ghettos--and removing
them from each other and from any kind of ethnic solidarity. The impact this edict has on Philip and all
around him is horrific and life-changing. Throughout the novel, Roth interweaves historical names such as
Walter Winchell, who tries to run against Lindbergh. The twist at the end is more than surprising--it is
positively ingenious. Roth has written a magnificent novel, arguably his best work in along time. It is
tempting to equate his scenario with current events, but resist, resist. Of course it is a cautionary tale, but,
beyond that, it is a contribution to American letters by a man working at the top of his powers. --Vaerie
Ryan



