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Par Yasunari Kawabata : The Master
of Go before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised The Master of Go:

Prsentation de |'diteurGo is a game of strategy in which two players attempt to surround each other's black or
white stones. Simple in its fundamentals, infinitely complex in its execution, it is an essential expression of
the Japanese sensibility. And in hisfictional chronicle of a match played between arevered and invincible
Master and a younger, more progressive challenger, Y asunari Kawabata captured the moment in which the
immutabl e traditions of imperial Japan met the onslaught of the twentieth century.The competition between
the Master of Go and his opponent, Otak, is waged over several months and layered in ceremony. But
beneath the game's decorum lie tensions that consume not only the players themselves but their families and
friends - tensions that turn this particular contest into a duel that can only end in one man's death. L uminous
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inits detail, both suspenseful and serene, The Master of Go is an elegy for an entire society, written with the
poetic economy and psychological acumen that brought Kawabata the Nobel Prize for Literature.Revue de
presse" This novel is one of modern literature's greatest, most poignant elegies’ (Washington
Post)"Kawabata's narrative spirals through the book's events in ruminative glides and turns... Thereisakind
of low-key daring, an austere, autumnal nobility, in Kawabatastale" (Time)"An archetypal saga... there are
storms and landscapes as cool, as luminous, as any in Japanese paintings and woodcuts' (The New
Y orker)Prsentation de |'diteurGo is a game of strategy in which two players attempt to surround each other's
black or white stones. Simple in its fundamentals, infinitely complex in its execution, it is an essential
expression of the Japanese sensibility. And in hisfictional chronicle of a match played between arevered
and invincible Master and a younger, more progressive challenger, Y asunari Kawabata captured the moment
in which the immutabl e traditions of imperial Japan met the onslaught of the twentieth century.The
competition between the Master of Go and his opponent, Otak, iswaged over several months and layered in
ceremony. But beneath the game's decorum lie tensions that consume not only the players themselves but
their families and friends - tensions that turn this particular contest into a duel that can only end in one man's
death. Luminousin its detail, both suspenseful and serene, The Master of Go is an elegy for an entire
society, written with the poetic economy and psychological acumen that brought Kawabata the Nobel Prize
for Literature.



