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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteur* Beautifully illustrated with delightful illustrations from early editions, these are two 
of Washington Irving's best-known tales.- The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is the wonderfully entertaining 

story of two rivals for the hand of a wealthy local beauty in an area renowned for its ghost stories. - Rip Van 
Winkle is set in the years before and after the American Revolutionary War. In a pleasant village, at the foot 

of New York's Catskill Mountains, lives kindly Rip Van Winkle, a colonial British-American villager of 
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Dutch ancestry. Van Winkle enjoys solitary activities in the wilderness, but he is also loved by all in 
townespecially the children to whom he tells stories and gives toys. However, he tends to shirk hard work, to 
his nagging wife's dismay, which has caused his home and farm to fall into disarray. His life is turned upside-

down after he drinks some moonshine with mysterious mountain men and falls asleep for twenty years. * 
Just as accessible and enjoyable for today's readers as they would have been when first published, the novels 

are some of the great works of American literature and continue to be widely read throughout the world.* 
This meticulous digital edition from Heritage Illustrated Publishing is a faithful reproduction of the original 

text and is enhanced with images carefully selected by our team of professional editors.Prsentation de 
l'diteur* Beautifully illustrated with delightful illustrations from early editions, these are two of Washington 
Irving's best-known tales.- The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is the wonderfully entertaining story of two rivals 
for the hand of a wealthy local beauty in an area renowned for its ghost stories. - Rip Van Winkle is set in 

the years before and after the American Revolutionary War. In a pleasant village, at the foot of New York's 
Catskill Mountains, lives kindly Rip Van Winkle, a colonial British-American villager of Dutch ancestry. 
Van Winkle enjoys solitary activities in the wilderness, but he is also loved by all in townespecially the 

children to whom he tells stories and gives toys. However, he tends to shirk hard work, to his nagging wife's 
dismay, which has caused his home and farm to fall into disarray. His life is turned upside-down after he 

drinks some moonshine with mysterious mountain men and falls asleep for twenty years. * Just as accessible 
and enjoyable for today's readers as they would have been when first published, the novels are some of the 
great works of American literature and continue to be widely read throughout the world.* This meticulous 

digital edition from Heritage Illustrated Publishing is a faithful reproduction of the original text and is 
enhanced with images carefully selected by our team of professional editors.Biographie de 

l'auteurWashington Irving (April 3, 1783 November 28, 1859) His parents were William Irving, Sr., 
originally of Quholm, Shapinsay, Orkney, and Sarah (ne Sanders), Scottish-English immigrants. The Irving 

family settled in Manhattan, New York City, and was part of the city's small, vibrant merchant class when he 
was born. An uninterested student, Irving preferred adventure stories and drama and, by age fourteen, was 
regularly sneaking out of class in the evenings to attend the theater. The 1798 outbreak of yellow fever in 

Manhattan and Irving was dispatched to stay with his friend James Kirke Paulding in Tarrytown, New York, 
where he became familiar with the nearby town of Sleepy Hollow, with its quaint Dutch customs and local 
ghost stories, which inspired these yarns. He began writing at 19, toured in Europe from 1804 to 1806, then 

returned to New York to study law, barely passing the bar. He became not only became an author, but an 
essayist, biographer and historian. He is best known for the short stories included in this book: The Legend 

of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle, both of which first appeared in his book The Sketch Book of 
Geoffrey Crayon, Gent. Because of these he was one of the first American authors to achieve fame in 

Europe in 1819. His historical works include biographies of George Washington, Oliver Goldsmith and 
Muhammad, as well as several histories of 15th-century Spain dealing with subjects such as Christopher 

Columbus, the Moors, and the Alhambra. Irving also served as the U.S. ambassador to Spain from 1842 to 
1846. 


