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Description :  Description du produitThe call comes at midnight. It looks like a tragic and petty murder-a 
rising star in San Francisco's legal firmament found shot in a dark alley. But for homicide lieutenant Abe 
Glitsky, the crime cuts horribly close to home-unknown to anyone, the victim was his daughter. Seething, 
Glitsky leans hard on his only suspect-a homeless heroin addict found lingering over his daughter's body, 

with her jewelry in his pocket and a smoking gun in his hand.The city's embattled, ambitious D.A . Sharron 
Pratt sees an opportunity to revive her troubled administration by publicly declaring war on the killer and 

vowing to deliver the death penalty, putting the case on the fast track to certain conviction. Unable to watch 
a man die for Pratt's political gain, Dismas Hardy warily takes on the defense. But as Hardy's crusade to 
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secure his client a fair hearing ensues, a lethal web of political corruption, legal conspiracy, and cold-
blooded murder begins to unravel. In a case that will send shock waves through the city of San Francisco 

and echo in the private lives of its most prominent citizens, the hearing is just the beginning.

Prsentation de l'diteurA midnight call that will change your life... One of America's most thought provoking 
thriller writers, John Lescroart, presents the seventh novel in his Dismas Hardy series. The Hearing is yet 

another explosive courtroom drama, perfect for fans of Richard North Patterson and Jonathan 
Kellerman.'Lescroart knows how to wind up the pressure to keep the page turning' - Sunday TelegraphThe 

call comes at midnight. An up-and-coming lawyer has been found dead in a dark alley, with a homeless 
heroin addict lingering over her body, holding a gun and carrying her jewellery in his pocket. It looks like a 
robbery gone awry, a tragic and petty murder. But for homicide lieutenant Abe Glitsky, the crime cuts close 
to home. Because, unknown to anyone - even Glitsky's best friend, lawyer Dismas Hardy - the victim was 
his daughter. Now, as the city's embattled, ambitious DA tries to save her troubled department by seeking 

the death penalty, Dismas Hardy warily takes on the defence. But as he attempts to put his personal feelings 
aside and secure a fair hearing for his client, fragile fault lines of corruption, conspiracy, and murder begin to 
tremble under his scrutiny - and send shock waves through the city of San Francisco.What readers are saying 
about The Hearing:'The courtroom scenes [...] are among the most exciting I've come across''A suspenseful 
mystery that deserves to fly up the bestseller lists' 'Enjoyable from cover to cover'.comWhen the police find 
Cole Burgess crouched over Elaine Wager's body on a deserted San Francisco street, they don't have to look 
very far for means, motive, and the assumption of guilt. The heroin junkie is carrying the gun that killed the 
rising political star, he has her jewelry and wallet in his pockets, and he flees as fast as his smacked- out legs 
will take him--right into a fire hydrant. But homicide lieutenant Abe Glitsky isn't willing to leave anything to 

chance. Elaine was his daughter, though neither had ever acknowledged the relationship. Desperate to 
avenge his daughter's murder, the policeman (whose razor-sharp profile mirrors an even edgier personality) 
encourages his detectives to "sweat" the suspect for a confession. The DA is equally eager to capitalize (pun 
intended) on the murder: bent on reversing her public image as being soft on crime, Sharron Pratt declares 

that her office will seek the death penalty. Enter Dismas Hardy, author John Lescroart's smooth-talking Irish 
lawyer, cajoled into defending Burgess. He doesn't like his client, but he doesn't trust the confession nor 
Pratt's sudden blood thirst. Joining investigative forces with Elaine's paralegal, Treya Ghent, and Glitsky 

himself suspended after news of the confession leaks out, Hardy will find himself on the trail of corruption 
and deceit in the most rarefied of legal circles. The Hearing is a big, burly legal thriller, and its size is both 

vice and virtue. Lescroart handles his courtroom scenes with a deft touch, but his ex judicia narrative is often 
ponderous. He tends to introduce plot developments with sweeping statements, bolstering them with clumsy 
retrospection, and his characterization leaves something to be desired: "the very cute Amy Wu" has "large 
enough breasts so that people rarely noticed the bit of thickness at her waist"; and "Visser had a couple of 
character flaws that were going to negatively impact his aspirations on the force." These cavils aside, The 

Hearing will doubtlessly appeal to Grisham and Turow fans-- and to Lescroart's own considerable retinue. --
Kelly FlynnFrom Publishers WeeklyAnother satisfying, character-driven legal thriller will be happily 

embraced by new and longtime fans of master plot-weaver Lescroart (The 13th Juror; etc.). Former San 
Francisco cop and current defense attorney Dismas Hardy's latest assignment pits him against his rival, D.A. 
Sharron Pratt, whose popularity in the polls is slipping. Although averse to murder cases, Hardy tries to help 

an acquaintance by defending heroin addict Cole Burgess, who is accused of murdering Assistant D.A. 
Elaine Wager, the popular daughter of a deceased female senator. What Hardy doesn't know (nor does 

anyone else) is that Wager's father is Hardy's best friend, Lt. Abe Glitsky of SFPD homicide. Abe overreacts 
by sweating Dismas's client into a coerced confession; under media pressure for her New Age approach to 
criminal justice, Pratt arms for re-election by calling for the death penalty, handling the grand jury hearing 
along with her chief assistant and sometime lover, Gabriel Torrey. Meanwhile, Dismas's mentor, brilliant 
defense attorney David Freeman, chances across evidence that may link a city official to Dash Logan, an 
ambulance-chasing lawyer known for his scams. Abe, suspended for leaking Cole's confession, begins to 

doubt Coles's guilt and decides to take on the D.A. in order to track down the real killer. Lescroart brilliantly 
sets scenes in the hearing phase that allow credible leeway for courtroom pyrotechnics later on. The richness 

and diversity of the large cast neither slows the pace nor confuses the narrative, as even minor characters 
take on memorable presence and depth. Readers will savor the mounting tension and the many twists and 

turns along the way to the surprise ending. (Apr. 23)Forecast: A vigorous, six-month marketing blitz, kicked 



off with the release of a teaser chapter in Lescroart's Nothing But the Truth in February, should help make 
his latest another bestseller.Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc. 


