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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurBegun as an ambitious project by the versatile English courtier, diplomat, philosopher, 
and author Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century, The Canterbury Tales follows a group of people on their 
pilgrimage to the Cathedral of Saint Thomas Becket. The Prologue introduces all of the pilgrims in great 

detail, and through these descriptions Chaucer provides the entire spectrum of social classes and professions 
of his time. When the group stops at an inn and the innkeeper introduces a competition for a free dinner, the 
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pilgrims begin telling each other stories that reflect their stations, genders, purity, corruption, humor, 
tragedy, cynicism, and innocence. From the noble Knight and his Squire to the spunky Wife of Bath, from 
the antagonistic Miller and Reeve to the Prioress, Nun, and Pardoner, Chaucer reveals for modern readers a 
wonderfully vivid picture of medieval life in an impressive array of literary styles that uphold his reputation 

as the father of English literature. This edition includes a preface and biography of Chaucer by D. Laing 
Purves.Prsentation de l'diteurBegun as an ambitious project by the versatile English courtier, diplomat, 
philosopher, and author Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century, The Canterbury Tales follows a group of 
people on their pilgrimage to the Cathedral of Saint Thomas Becket. The Prologue introduces all of the 

pilgrims in great detail, and through these descriptions Chaucer provides the entire spectrum of social classes 
and professions of his time. When the group stops at an inn and the innkeeper introduces a competition for a 
free dinner, the pilgrims begin telling each other stories that reflect their stations, genders, purity, corruption, 
humor, tragedy, cynicism, and innocence. From the noble Knight and his Squire to the spunky Wife of Bath, 

from the antagonistic Miller and Reeve to the Prioress, Nun, and Pardoner, Chaucer reveals for modern 
readers a wonderfully vivid picture of medieval life in an impressive array of literary styles that uphold his 

reputation as the father of English literature. This edition includes a preface and biography of Chaucer by D. 
Laing Purves. 


