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Par Denise Mina : Garnethill  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Garnethill: 

Description :  Description du produitA taut crime novel with a heroine as tough as Sara Paretsky's V.I. 
Warshawski and Patricia Cornwell's Kay Scarpetta -- and more down-to-earth than either -- Garnethill won 
the British Crime Writers Association's prestigious John Creasey Memorial Award for best first crime novel.

Prsentation de l'diteurA masterful crime thriller from the two-time winner of the THEAKSTONS OLD 
PECULIER CRIME NOVEL OF THE YEAR.Maureen O'Donnell wasn't born lucky. A psychiatric patient 

and survivor of sexual abuse, she's stuck in a dead-end job and a secretive relationship with Douglas, a shady 
therapist. Her few comforts are making up stories to tell her psychiatrist, the company of friends, and the 

sweet balm of whisky. She is about to end her affair with Douglas when she wakes up one morning to find 
him in her living room with his throat slit. Viewed in turn by the police as a suspect and as an uncooperative, 
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unstable witness, Maureen is even suspected by her alcoholic mother and self-serving sisters of being 
involved. Worse than that, the police won't tell her anything about Douglas' death. Panic-stricken and feeling 

betrayed by friends and family, Maureen begins to doubt her own version of events. She retraces Douglas' 
desperate last days and picks up a horrifying trail of rape, deception and suppressed scandal at a local 

psychiatric hospital where she had been an inmate. But the patients won't talk and the staff are afraid, and 
when a second brutalised corpse is discovered, Maureen realises that unless she gets to the killer first, her 
life is in danger..comGarnethill (the name of a bleak Glasgow suburb) won the John Creasey Memorial 

Award for Best First Crime Novel--the British equivalent of the Edgar. It's a book that crackles with mordant 
Scottish wit and throbs with the pain of badly treated mental illness, managing to be both truly frightening 
and immensely exhilarating at the same time. Maureen O'Donnell, surely one of the most unlikely crime 

solvers in recent history, comes from a family so seriously dysfunctional that it deserves a television series 
of its own. Her mother is an overly dramatic alcoholic who "could scene-steal from an eclipse"; her brother 

Liam is a bumbling drug dealer; and the black sheep of the family is a sister who went to London and 
became a Thatcherite. The troubled but gutsy Maureen decides to dump her boyfriend, Douglas--an abusive 

(and married) psychologist she met while a patient at a sex-abuse clinic. After a night of drinking with a 
friend who's a social worker, Maureen wakes up to find that Douglas has been tied to a kitchen chair in her 
flat with his throat slashed. As someone with both a motive and a history of mental illness, Maureen is the 

most likely suspect--until a second, similar murder occurs that links the crimes to a local psychiatric 
hospital. Denise Mina, who has a background in health care, law, and criminology, is definitely a writer to 
watch. --Dick AdlerFrom Publishers WeeklyFrom its opening pages, this winner of the 1998 John Creasy 
Memorial Award for best first crime novel pulls readers inexorably into the tortured world of sexual abuse 
victims and their struggle to survive as whole people. Eight months after spending almost half a year in a 

Glasgow psychiatric hospital devoted to treating sex abuse victims, Maureen O'Donnell is desperately trying 
to hold together her shattered life. Bored with her job at a theater ticket office and depressed because her 

affair with one of the hospital's doctors, Douglas Brady, is over, Maureen and a friend get drunk. The next 
morning Maureen finds Brady's body in her living room, his throat cut. With bloody footprints matching 

Maureen's slippers at the scene, Detective Chief Inspector Joe McEwan sets out to prove the woman's guilt. 
He's not alone in thinking her the culprit: to Maureen's shock, both her alcoholic mum and Douglas's 

politician mother also think she's the killer. Convincing them that she isn't becomes her goal. She picks up a 
rumor about one of the hospital therapists having sex with a patient and learns that, before his death, 

Douglas gave formerly hospitalized victims large sums of money. Maureen begins to suspect Douglas's 
killing is connected to the hospital's clinic. Did a relative of a molested client kill Douglas? Or was the 
deceased about to turn in a colleague who raped patients? With sharp dialogue and painfully vulnerable 

characters, Mina brings Maureen's world of drug dealers, broken families, sanctimonious health-care 
workers and debilitated victims to startling life. Maureen's valiant struggle to act sane in an insane world will 

leave readers seeing sex abuse victims in a new light. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


