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Par Nick Hornby : Fever Pitch before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Fever Pitch:

Funny, wise and true”

Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurA famous account of growing up to be afanatical football supporter. Told through a
series of match reports, FEVER PITCH has enjoyed enormous critical and commercia success sinceit was
first published in 1992. It has helped to create a new kind ofsports writing, and established Hornby as one of

the finest writers of his generation..comlin the States, Nick Hornby is best know as the author of High
Fidelity and About a Boy, two wickedly funny novels about being thirtysomething and going nowhere fast.
In Britain heisrevered for his status as a fanatical football writer (sorry, fanatical soccer writer), owing to
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Fever Pitch--which is both an autobiography and afootballing Bible rolled into one. Hornby pinpoints 1968
as hisformative year--the year he turned 11, the year his parents separated, and the year his father first took
him to watch Arsenal play. The author quickly moved "way beyond fandom™ into an extreme obsession that
has dominated his life, loves, and relationships. His father had initially hoped that Saturday afternoon
matches would draw the two closer together, but instead Hornby became completely besotted with the game
at the expense of any conversation: "Football may have provided us with a new medium through which we
could communicate, but that was not to say that we used it, or what we chose to say was necessarily
positive." Girlfriends also played second fiddle to one ball and 11 men. He fantasizes that even if a girlfriend
"went into labor at an impossible moment™” he would not be able to help out until after the final whistle.
Fever Pitch is not atypical memoir--there are no chapters, just a series of match reports falling into three
time frames (childhood, young adulthood, manhood). While watching the May 2, 1972, Reading v. Arsenal
match, it became embarrassingly obvious to the then 15-year-old that his white, suburban, middle-class roots
made him awimp with no sense of identity: "Y orkshire men, Lancastrians, Scots, the Irish, blacks, therich,
the poor, even Americans and Australians have something they can sit in pubs and bars and weep about.”
But a boy from Maidenhead could only dream of coming from a place with "its own tube station and West
Indian community and terrible, insoluble social problems.” Fever Pitch reveals the very special intricacies of
British football, which readers new to the game will find astonishing, and which Hornby presents with
remarkable humor and honesty--the "unique" chants sung at matches, the cold rain-soaked terraces, giant
cans of warm beer, the trains known as football specials carrying fansto and from matches in prisonlike
conditions, bottles smashing on the tracks, thousands of policemen waiting in anticipation for the cargo of
hooligans. The sport and one team in particular have crept into every aspect of Hornby's life--making him
see the world through Arsenal-tinted spectacles. --Naomi GesingerFrom Publishers WeeklyBrought to print
to take advantage of America's presumed fascination with the '94 World Cup (the first ever held here), Fever
Pitch is a 24-year obsessional diary of English club football (soccer, to us Americans) games Hornby has
witnessed and the way these games have become inextricable from his personal life. Hornby is the kind of
fanatic who merely shrugs about the "tyranny"” the sport exerts over his life--the mumbled excuses he must
give at every missed christening or birthday party as aresult of a schedule conflict. " Sometimes hurting
someone,” he writes, "is unavoidable.” These occasions tend to bring out "disappointment and tired
impatience" in his friends and family, but it iswhen he is exposed as a "worthless, shallow worm" that the
similarly stricken reader can relate to the high costs of caring deeply about a game that means nothing to
one's more well-adjusted friends. These moments are fleeting, however. The book has not been tailored for
American audiences, so readers lacking a knowledge of English club football's rules, traditions, history and
players will be left completely in the dark by Hornby's obscure references. Unfortunately, he has neither
Roger Angell's ability to take us inside the game nor the pathos of Frederick Exley's brilliantly disturbed
autobiographical trilogy. Though Hornby does show flashes of real humor, Fever Pitch features mainly
pedestrian insights on life and sport, and then it's on to the next game--the equivalent, for an American
reader, of anil-nil tie. Author appearances. Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.



