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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurYou may not know it, but you've met Augusten Burroughs. You've seen him on the 
street, in bars, on the underground, at restaurants: a twenty-something guy, nice suit, works in advertising. 
Regular. Ordinary. But when the ordinary person had two drinks, Augusten had twelve; when the ordinary 

person went home at midnight, Augusten never went home at all. At the request (well, it wasn't really a 
request) of his employers, Augusten lands in rehab, where his dreams of group therapy with Robert Downey 

Jr are dashed by the grim reality of fluorescent lighting and paper hospital slippers. But when Augusten is 
forced to examine himself, that's when he finds himself in the worst trouble of all. Because when his thirty 
days are up, he has to return to his same drunken life - and live it sober..comFans of Augusten Burroughs's 
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darkly funny memoir Running with Scissors were left wondering at the end of that book what would become 
of young Augusten after his squalid and fascinating childhood ended. In Dry, we find that although adult 

Augusten is doing well professionally, earning a handsome living as an ad writer for a top New York 
agency, Burroughs's personal life is a disaster. His apartment is a sea of empty Dewar's bottles, he stays out 

all night boozing, and he dabs cologne on his tongue in an unsuccessful attempt to mask the stench of 
alcohol on his breath at work. When his employer insists he seek help, Burroughs ships out to Minnesota for 
detoxification, counseling, and amusingly told anecdotes about the use of stuffed animals in group therapy. 
But after a month of such treatment, he's back in Manhattan and tenuously sober. And while its one thing to 
lay off the sauce in rehab, Burroughs learns that it's quite another to resume your former life while avoiding 
the alcohol that your former life was based around. This quest to remain sober is made dramatically more 
difficult, and the tale more harrowing, when Burroughs begins an ill-advised romance with a crack addict. 

Certainly the "recovered alcoholic fighting to stay sober" tale is not new territory for a memoirist. But 
Burroughs's account transcends clichs: it doesn't adhere to the traditional "temptation narrowly resisted" 

storyline and it features, in Burroughs himself, a central character that is sympathetic even when he's neither 
likable nor admirable. But what ultimately makes this memoir such a terrific read is a brilliant and candid 
sense of humor that manages to stay dry even when recalling events where the author was anything but. --

John MoeFrom Publishers WeeklyImagine coming home to find hundreds of empty scotch bottles and 1,452 
empty beer bottles in your apartment. This is what Burroughs (Running with Scissors) encountered upon 

returning from Minnesota's Proud Institute (supposedly the gay alcohol rehab choice). "The truly odd part is 
that I really don't know how they got there," admits Burroughs in this autobiographical tale of being a 

prodigy with an extremely successful career in advertising and a drive to get as wasted as possible as often 
as possible. Burroughs's telling of the tale alternates among hilarious, pathetic, existential and hopeful. It is 

an earnest and cautionary tale of calamity, brimming with Sedaris-like darkly comic quips: "Making 
alcoholic friends is as easy as making sea monkeys." Burroughs's slight Southern accent and gentle yet glib 
delivery should summon empathy on the listener's part that may have been lost with another reader. From 

Minnesota, Burroughs returns to New York and participates in Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. Like James 
Frey in the similar yet very different book, A Million Little Pieces (see audio review, below), Burroughs 
believes that when rehab is over, he must walk into a bar to see if he can resist the temptation to drink. 

Though not a technique condoned by A.A., it certainly makes for a fascinating listening 
experience.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


